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This newsletter contains information on:

•	 managing the Cook Stream catchment

•	 floodplain management: the issue and what we're 

proposing to do

•	 providing your feedback.

The 
Peninsula 
Project

Welcome
Those that live, work and play in the Cook Stream and Cooks 
Beach area know only too well its value. More recently, however, 
residents in the area have raised a number of concerns with the 
councils relating to localised flooding in particular. Over time, 
changes in the catchment and community have resulted in 
impacts on the floodplain. 

Concern around the management of the floodplain and potential 
flood effects has led the Waikato Regional Council and Thames-
Coromandel District Council (TCDC) to develop a draft catchment 
management plan for the Cook Stream. While the impetus for 
this was flood management, it is recognised that a holistic and 
catchment wide approach is needed.

The purpose of this newsletter is to seek community input, 
feedback and participation in the development of the catchment 
management plan and method of addressing the flood hazard.

Your thoughts and experiences in regards to this area are crucial in 
developing and implementing this catchment plan. So, please take 
some time to consider this information and then complete and 
return the feedback form enclosed. We’re also holding a drop-in 
day on Saturday 22 June where you can come along and find out 
more about the proposals.

I look forward to hearing from you.

Kind regards,

Emily O’Donnell
Harbour and Catchment Management Coordinator
Waikato Regional Council 

We want to hear from you
As a member of this community we value your knowledge of the area and your thoughts on the issues discussed in this newsletter. 
You can share this feedback with us by:

•	 attending the drop-in day at the Cooks Beach Hall between 10 am and 12.30 pm on Saturday, 22 June 2013

•	 completing a feedback form and sending it freepost to us by Wednesday, 3 July 

•	 calling staff from TCDC or Waikato Regional Council involved in this process.

Staff will also be contacting rural landowners and key interest groups in the area over the next few months.

In November this year, you will also have an opportunity to formally submit on the inclusion of rules into TCDC’s Proposed District 
Plan to manage the Cook Stream floodplain.

Key contacts
Emily O’Donnell – Catchment Management Plan process, Waikato Regional Council Whitianga Office, 0800 800 401.

Andrew Wharton – Proposed District Plan and flood hazard overlay, TCDC Thames office, 07 868 0200.

Mohammed Hassan – Flood modelling and floodplain infilling, Waikato Regional Council Hamilton, 0800 800 401.

Kerry Smith and Jordan Downes – Stream maintenance, erosion and blockage issues, Waikato Regional Council Paeroa Office, 
0800 800 401.



Managing the Cook Stream catchment
Key actions identified in the plan:

•	 Roles and responsibilities of agencies in relation to flood risk 

management, service delivery and civil defence are defined.

•	 Planning documents are amended to ensure that changes to 

the land use in the Cook Stream catchment do not result in 

increased flood flows.

•	 Regular channel maintenance is carried out on Cook Stream.

•	 Community engagement and participation in catchment 

management activities such as erosion protection, bush 

fragment protection and riparian fencing and planting occurs.

The information gathered to date indicates that, like many other 
areas on the Coromandel, there is a decline in water quality and 
parts of the upper catchment would benefit from erosion control 
works. There are also some good opportunities in the catchment 
for restoration and enhancement works around bush fragments, 
streams and wetlands.

Through the plan development and implementation process 
there are opportunities for landowners and interest groups to get 
involved in activities such as restoration works, riparian planting 
and pest control. In many cases, Waikato Regional Council staff 
can provide technical advice, support and funding for these works. 
Phone the Whitianga office on 07 866 0172 or 0800 800 401 to 
find out more. 

 Floodplain management 
What’s the issue? 
Development both within and in close proximity to the Cook Stream 
floodplain has restricted stream capacity and the continued allowance 
for an appropriate flood corridor. The area is also relatively low lying in 
relation to commonly occurring flood and sea levels. 

It is generally expected that the Cook Stream area will flood during 
significant rainfall (such as 50 year and 100 year events). Recently, a 
few landowners have filled in parts of their property in the Cook Stream 
floodplain, appearing to worsen the flooding on other properties during 
more frequent, lesser events (such as 5 and 10 year events). This issue, along 
with a lack of restrictions for new development in the flood prone area, raise 
concerns that need to be addressed. New development in flood prone areas 
without any limits or restrictions to protect the landowner and neighbouring 
properties from flooding needs to be managed. When floodwaters are 
diverted inappropriately it eventually means other landowners may have to 
put in protection works in response. 

What we’re proposing to do
When considering how the Cook Stream catchment and floodplain is  
best managed it is important to:

•	 consider the system and flood corridor as a whole

•	 ensure individual sites and impacts are not managed in isolation

•	 ensure development adjacent to and within the flood corridor is well-

managed to prevent the worsening of flood effects. 

It has been recommended that the same approach to flood management 
used in other areas on the Coromandel Peninsula be adopted at Cook 
Stream, as it provides the most efficient method for managing this area. 
This would mean that TCDC’s Proposed District Plan could include rules 
to avoid inappropriate development in the Cook Stream floodplain, 
as per the recommendations in the draft Cook Stream Catchment 
Management Plan. At present, such flood hazard controls only exist on 
the council reserve downstream of Rees Avenue. 

Introduction
The Cook Stream Catchment Management Plan was initiated 
due to community and council concerns around the infilling 
and management of the Cook Stream floodplain and flooding 
in the lower catchment. 

To ensure a coordinated approach to managing the area, a 
project team has been formed comprising representatives from 
TCDC, Mercury Bay Community Board and Waikato Regional 
Council. All parties have contributed to the drafting of the 
catchment management plan and associated documents. 

For the purpose of this plan, existing data, reports and 
knowledge has been drawn on. A formal catchment survey will 
be undertaken in the future to ‘ground truth’ any assumptions 
made and learn more about the catchment. 

This plan supports and gives effect to elements of the Cooks 
Beach, Ferry Landing and Flaxmill Bay Community Plan.

For the purpose of this work the Cook Stream catchment 
refers to an area of 570 hectares (Figure 1 – right).

To assist in managing the Cook Stream catchment area, a draft 
catchment management plan has been prepared and the key 
findings of this are outlined below. A key action within this plan is 
to address flood risk in the floodplain, and it is proposed that this 
primarily be dealt with by adding Cook Stream into TCDC’s Proposed 
District Plan. This would involve the application of rules, also 
outlined below, to avoid inappropriate development in the flodplain.

Cook Stream Catchment Management Plan
The draft Cook Stream Catchment Management Plan is based 
on the Waikato Regional Council’s harbour and catchment 
management plan (HCMP) framework and will at a later date be 
incorporated into an HCMP for the greater Mercury Bay area. 

Visit www.waikatoregion.govt.nz/CookStreamPlan to read the plan.

The Cook Stream Catchment Management Plan aims to:

•	 bring together existing knowledge 

•	 ensure that future decision making in this area is well informed 

•	 support better management of flood risk 

•	 protect and enhance natural resources 

•	 promote good land management 

•	 ensure integrated management of the catchment 

•	 preserve the cultural and social values of this area. 

The purpose of the plan is to provide:

•	 a collective approach to the management of the area

•	 an overview of the current state of the catchment 

•	 recommendations on land use management 

•	 actions for management of the catchment 

•	 guidelines for flood risk management. 

What this would mean for affected 
properties
The Cook Stream flood area, as modelled by Waikato 
Regional Council, is shown in Figure 2.

A 'low' flood hazard risk would still allow you to build a 
house as normal, as long as minimum building floor levels 
are met. Building or earthworks in a 'high' flood hazard 
risk area would need a resource consent to make sure the 
building is safe in a flood event and floodwaters are not 
diverted onto other properties. However, these rules would 
only apply where the flood hazard is present. If your property 
was half-covered by the flood overlay and half with no 
overlay, you could build or do earthworks in the latter half 
without any constraints by these rules. 

It is important that you know and understand the potential 
flood risk to your property and also what any district plan 
changes would mean for you as a landowner. More information 
on this approach and the sort of rules that would be put in 
place can be viewed on TCDC’s website (www.tcdc.govt.nz), or 
contact Andrew Wharton or Bruce Baker from TCDC's District 
Plan team.

Figure 2: Extent of flooding anticipated in a 1-in-100-

year event, including the effects of climate change for 

areas with high (red), medium (orange) and low (yellow) 

classification. 

Other actions
Other actions which will support addressing flood issues 
include:

•	 ensuring regular maintenance of the Cook Stream channel 

•	 downstream of Rees Avenue – Waikato Regional Council 
responsibility 

•	 upstream of Rees Avenue – TCDC responsibility.

•	 carrying out community engagement and participation in 

catchment management activities e.g. erosion protection, 

riparian fencing and planting.

Figure 1: Cook Stream contributing catchment area of 570 hectares.


